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A	Mission	Divided	:	The	Jesuit	Presence	in	Zimbabwe,	1879-2021	/	David	
Harold-Barry	
Harare:	Weaver	Press,	2022	
xx,	369p.	;	229x152mm.	
Includes	Index	
9781779224118	
$	30.00	/	PB	
618gm.	
	
ELEVEN	JESUITS	SET	OUT	FOR	THE	INTERIOR	OF	SOUTHERN	AFRICA	BY	OX-
WAGON	IN	APRIL	I	879	ON	A	MISSION	TO	PREACH	THE	CHRISTIAN	GOSPEL	TO	
THE	PEOPLE	BEYOND	THE	LIMPOPO	RIVER;	WITHIN	A	YEAR	AND	A	HALF,	
THREE	OF	THEM	WERE	DEAD.	
They	shared	the	same	ignorance	of	Africa	as	their	European	contemporaries	
concerning	disease,	geography,	culture,	religion	and	the	political	rivalries	of	
the	people	among	whom	they	came.	They	also	shared	a	narrow	frame	of	
reference	towards	the	continent	and	the	failure	of	imagination	that	went	with	
it.	Further,	as	people	of	their	time,	they	saw	-	and	were	seen	by	-	other	
denominations	as	rivals,	and	far	from	co-operating,	the	churches	indulged	in	
an	unseemly	competition.	
And	yet	these	men	were,	in	their	own	way,	heroic	and	faced	the	difficulties	
eagerly,	even	joyfully.	Their	failures	and	disappointments	far	outweighed	the	
little	progress	they	appear	to	have	made	but	they	laid	the	foundations	for	
what	was	to	follow	after	1890	when	the	colony	of	Southern	Rhodesia	was	
established.	This	event	inaugurated	a	ninety-year	period,	when	relations	
between	church	and	state	waxed	and	waned.	The	missionaries	welcomed	the	
order	-	even	if	it	could	not	be	called	peace	-	and	the	infrastructure	the	
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colonisers	introduced.	The	speed	of	travel,	for	instance,	went	from	about	15	
km	a	day	by	ox-wagon,	to	30	km	an	hour	by	train.	
But	the	Church	-	and	the	Jesuits	were	for	long	the	drivers	of	what	we	mean	by	
Church	-	never	managed	to	decide	on	a	coherent	policy	vis-a-vis	the	white	
government	until	it	was	too	late.	They	were	divided;	the	majority	of	Jesuits	
worked	with	blacks	but	there	was	a	sizeable	number	who	worked	exclusively	
with	whites.	So,	while	we	can	document	the	enormous	and	fruitful	work	that	
was	done	over	the	decades	after	1890,	we	have	to	acknowledge	the	failure	to	
give	a	united	witness	in	confronting	the	nakedly	racialist	policies	of	the	state.	
If	we	had	been	able	to	do	this	in	the	1920s	and	'30s	we	might	have	
contributed	to	the	evolution	of	a	more	harmonious	society	and	avoided	the	
terrible	bloodshed	of	subsequent	years.	
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=816632 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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A	Matter	of	Inclusion:	Poems	/	Chad	Norman		
Harare:	Mmap-Mwanaka	Media	and	Publishing	Pvt	Ltd,	2022	
x,	92p.	;	210x148mm.	
9781779213341	
$	17.00	/	PB	
114gm.	
	
Appealing	to	the	Good	is	Us,	Chad	Norman	writes	poignantly	and	lyrically	
about	the	human	journey,	punctuated	by	border	crossings,	walls	and	barb-
wire	fences,	racism,	and	intolerance	based	on	one's	physical	looks,	religion,	
gender,	language,	and	geographic	dis/location.	In	these	deeply	moving	poems,	
the	author	reminds	us	that	not	only	are	we	each	other's	keeper,	but	also	
stewards	of	the	planet.	Thus,	the	care	of	each	other	and	the	planet	go	hand	in	
hand.	These	poems	are	warnings,	prophecies,	and	elegies,	but	also	a	strong	
belief	in	the	goodness	of	each	one	of	us,	and	a	gentle	coaxing	into	performing	
right	action.	This	is	the	only	way	we	will	be	able	to	pull	ourselves	from	the	
brink.	Norman	offers	a	blueprint	for	right	action:	love,	compassion,	fortitude,	
and	courage.	Read	these	poems	then	as	meditations	of	hope	for	our	collective	
future	and	evolution.	
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=816633 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
The	Policeman	Also	Dies	And	Other	Plays	/	Solomon	C.	A.	Awuzie	
Harare:	Mmap-Mwanaka	Media	and	Publishing	Pvt	Ltd,	2022	
126p.	;	210x148mm.	
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9781779213327	
$	20.00	/	PB	
142gm.	
	
The	Policeman	also	Dies	and	Other	Plays	remonstrates	against	police	brutality		
and	tension	caused	by	human	dilatoriness.	The	collection	interrogates	the	
socio	issues	that	have	continuously	threatened	contemporary	Nigerian	society.	
Through	the	use	of	fascinating	metaphors	and	rich	pathos	the	entire	collection	
is	made	colourful.	
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=816634 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


